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Mumbai: The Bombay high
court on Thursday ordersd N

s A rimugham, principal secre-
tary, (social justice depart-

ment) to visit villages Ghana,
Makhala and Kohna in Mel-
ghat, Amravati, which had
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gean the maximum infant mor-
talitics due to malnuatrition.
The division bench of Chief
Justice Swatanter Kumarand
Justice Dhananjay Chandra-
chud made it clear that in the
event of the principal secre-
tary failing to file a report on
his findings In these villages,
the chief secretary; the addi-

#

tiomal chief secretary of the
gtate A& wall as the union sec-
retary (health) will be sum-
moned Lo the court.
“Maharashira isnot aback-
ward state where people should
die of malnutrition,” said the
judges. The covrt remarked that
the progreds of the state intack-
ling malnutrition and infant

deaths was “hardly satisfacto-
ry" and the ground reallty was
that Maharashira has failed in
its Constitutional duty

“If 500 malnutrition deaths
are reported in-an area, then
obviously negligence has crept
i somewhere,” said the court,
when the state’s advocate told
the judges that all child deaths

were being examined. YIf the

state had been doing what itis .
5upimo.ed todo, there wouldn't :
have been so many deaths Has

any disciplindry action been }

taken against officers at any |

leval,” the judges asked,

The judges were hearing a
public interest litigation (PIL)
flled by two Amravati-based
doctors —Dr Ravindra Kolhe
and Dr Rajendra Barma—
about the plight of tribals, The
PIL claimed that more than
11,000 childrern had died due to
malnuirition in Melghat ares
in te1Es016 years. Despite sev-

eral court orders, there were |

no facitities, anganwadis, or
gynascologists in the area, al-
leged the PIL.

The court asked the gov-

ernment why MBBS doctors |

were not sent to the region,



